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STATE OF ALASKA / 

May 9, 2007
Alaska officials want "tainted" oil tax replaced
After learning that some lawmakers were bribed for their votes last year supporting a new profits-
based oil tax desired by the oil industry, some state leaders are calling for the entire tax scheme to be
scrapped. The net-profits tax on oil production should be replaced by a simpler tax on gross
production. Governor Sarah Palin, a Republican, may call a special session to rewrite the tax system.
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http://today.reuters.com/news/articleinvesting.aspx?type=bondsNews&storyID=2007-05-
09T213446Z_01_N09324468_RTRIDST_0_ALASKA-OIL-TAX.XML

May 5, 2007
Flights to Russian Far East grounded
The direct flights between Anchorage and the Russian Far East planned by Dalavia Airlines for this
summer have been canceled, a spokeswoman for Anchorage's international airport said.
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http://www.adn.com/money/story/8852309p-8752962c.html

Fighting for survival in Alaska
An unprecedented crisis has struck many Alaska rural settlements. In communities historically built
close to navigable water, residents could easily gather food and hunt animals. In recent decades,
permafrost has been warming and the land melting away. Ancient bluffs have crumbled. At least 184
of Alaska’s 213 villages now face significant erosion and flooding, according to a 2003 report by the
U.S. General Accountability Office. Moving three villages to higher ground could cost as much as
US$355 million. What if future studies conclude that other villages also need to move? Who will pay?
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http://www.alaskamagazine.com/stories/0507/feature_villages.shtml

CHUKOTKA AUTONOMOUS OKRUG / 
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http://today.reuters.com/news/articleinvesting.aspx?type=bondsNews&storyID=2007-05-
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May 10, 2007
Chukotka delegation takes part in International Whaling Commission Meeting
The 59th International Whaling Commission meeting is being held in Anchorage, Alaska, May 4
through May 31, 2007. The main task for the Russian and American delegations is determining the
necessity of aboriginal subsistence whaling and confirmation of the whaling quota for the next 5 years.
Chukotka is the only Russian Federation region where whaling is permitted for the traditional
subsistence needs of the indigenous population. In the U.S., Alaskan Natives have the same right.
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http://www.rosbaltnord.ru/news/32259.html

KHANTY-MANSIYSK AO/ 

May 7, 2007
Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development Meeting in Khanty-Mansiysk
On May 29 - 31, 2007, Khanty-Mansiysk will host the Steering Committee Meeting and General
Assembly of the Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development (nrg4SD).
The agenda of the meeting includes a Secretariat work report, acceptance of a guiding document on
climate change, cooperation with international organizations (including the World Organization of
Regions) and other issues. The nrg4SD Steering Committee members include representatives of the
Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug and the Northern Forum’s Executive Director Priscilla Wohl.
Currently nrg4SD is composed of 26 regions from 14 countries, and two international organizations:
The Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe and the Northern Forum.
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http://www.regnum.ru/news/823979.html

May 3, 2007
Demolition of dilapidated and unsafe housing is the Okrug Government’s primary task
The main problem that needs to be solved is how to demolish dilapidated and unsafe housing in the
Okrug. Currently over 5% of housing in Yugra qualifies as dilapidated and unsafe. Housing space in
the Okrug totals 27 million square meters.
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http://www.1rre.ru/news/doc/4361/

REPUBLIC OF KOMI / 

May 11, 2007

http://www.rosbaltnord.ru/news/32259.html
http://www.regnum.ru/news/823979.html
http://www.1rre.ru/news/doc/4361/
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Komi agricultural enterprises struggle to survive after Russia enters WTO
In Komi, only two dozen agricultural enterprises will be able to operate effectively after Russia’s
entrance to the World Trade Organization, said the Minister of Agriculture of the Komi Republic.
According to the Minister, after Russia’s entrance to WTO, which is expected to take place in late 2007
or early 2008, initially agricultural enterprises will gain additional financial support expected to be
increased from US$4.5 billion allocated currently up to US$9 billion per year. However, direct
subsidies for the agricultural production will decrease by 20% over the next five years (milk and meat
production is subsidized in Komi).

. 
. , 

,  2007 —  2008 , 
 —  4,5

 9 . 
 20  (

).
http://komionline.ru/news/4289

REPUBLIC OF SAKHA (YAKUTIA) /  ( )

May 12, 2007
Yakutia takes prompt action to avoid severe flooding
An overflowing river has disruptured a dam water and a powerful flow of water has swept down to the
nearest suburb of Yakutsk. The Magan settlement is isolated from Yakutsk. Many people and vehicles
crowded both sides of the road. 293 houses have been flooded. (The latest information indicates that
the dam is being rebuilt).
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http://www.vesti.ru/doc.html?id=120765

SAINT PETERSBURG / - 

May 11, 2007
2,000 parents in St. Petersburg deprived of parental rights
Only 22% of children and teenagers in St.Petersburg orphanages, shelters and boarding schools, are
actually orphans, the rest do have living parents who have been deprived of parental rights. In 2006,
2,016 St. Petersburg residents were deprived of parental rights and 1,993 children were taken away
from careless parents.
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http://www.newspb.ru/allnews/826243/

May 7, 2007
Russia's first quarter 2007 inflation rate rose 4%
Inflation in Russia rose 4% from January through April 2007, reported the Federal State Statistics
Service said. For St. Petersburg, the inflation was at 4.8% from January to April 2007.
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http://www.prime-tass.ru/news/index.asp

VOLOGDA OBLAST / 

May 3, 2007
Housing waiting list in Vologda has decreased over last six years
48,800 families are registered on the Vologda Region housing or home improvement waiting list. This
level has decreased by 20,000 people over the last six years.

 48,8 . , 
 20 . .

http://www.rost.ru/news/2007/05/031516_9032.shtml

KRASNOYARSK KRAI / 

May 3, 2007
Krasnoyarsk Krai is economic wage leader in Siberia
In February 2007, the average wage per employee in the Krasnoyarsk Krai was 12,992 rubles
(US$500), the highest rate in Russia’s Siberian Federal District. The per capita income in the Krai
amounted to 8,960 rubles (US$350).
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http://www.vg-news.ru/columns/economy/economy-030507-031443.php

YAMAL-NENETS AO / 

May 11, 2007
“Yamal Reindeer” plans to start delivery of reindeer meat to Germany in June 2007
Currently, the terms of delivery of reindeer carcasses by refrigerator trucks to the Byelorussian border
are under consideration. Options are under review to supply local Yamal reindeer meat to EU
countries, including shipping it by sea.
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http://www.vsluh.ru/news/economics/113327.html

YUKON TERRITORY / 

May 10, 2007
Yukon legislators pass smoking ban bill
Yukon legislators passed a bill calling for a territory-wide smoking ban in public places. Yukon is
currently the only Canadian territory without any kind of anti-smoking legislation. Meanwhile, one in
four Yukoners smoke. The “Smoke-Free Places Act” could be one of the toughest in the country to
pass. As it's currently written, it bans smoking on all public places — including public patios.

http://www.prime-tass.ru/news/index.asp
http://www.rost.ru/news/2007/05/031516_9032.shtml
http://www.vg-news.ru/columns/economy/economy-030507-031443.php
http://www.vsluh.ru/news/economics/113327.html
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http://www.cbc.ca/canada/north/story/2007/05/10/yk-smoking.html

May 1, 2007
Yukon appeals to physicians
Health and Social Services Minister announced new initiatives to make Yukon a more attractive place
as they hire new doctors. Funds will be provided through the Yukon Medical Association (YMA) in
separate areas. One fund will help renovate and expand space in existing medical clinic buildings to
accommodate new physicians. Another initiative provides start-up funds for experienced physicians
looking at Yukon as a new place to practice. In addition, physicians who are mentoring resident
physicians in Yukon will also receive a stipend.
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http://www.gov.yk.ca/news/2007/07-081.html\

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA / 

May 3, 2007
Province approves limit for raising rental costs
Alberta brought in new rules to limit rent hikes. Premier Ed Stelmach's government tabled legislation to
limit the number of rent increases a landlord can impose to one a year. Prior rules allowed two a year.
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http://calsun.canoe.ca/News/Alberta/2007/05/03/4150170-sun.html

Gap between low and high-income families now more than C$100,000
Average after-tax income in 2005 was C$128,200 for 20% of families with the highest incomes, while
the lowest 20% earned C$22,800. For the second consecutive year, Alberta families with two or more
people had the highest median after-tax income. Alberta families reported a median income of
C$64,700.
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http://www.ottawabusinessjournal.com/288799864575112.php

PROVINCE OF HEILONGJIANG / 

http://www.cbc.ca/canada/north/story/2007/05/10/yk-smoking.html
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May 9, 2007
International Fair for Trade and Economic Cooperation to be held in Harbin
An unprecedented number of businesspeople from home and abroad are expected to visit this year's
Harbin International Fair for Trade and Economic Cooperation (Harbin Fair), from June 15 to 19, 2007
in Heilongjiang's capital, Harbin. More than 10,000 business people from abroad and 110,000 from
China will attend this year's fair, said a source within the fair’s organizing committee. The number of
companies registered for the fair thus far exceeds the capacity of the designated exhibition area -
76,000 square meters. Companies from nearly 30 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities
have applied for exhibition booths. Attendees from more than 50 countries and regions have
confirmed their registration.
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http://english.eastday.com/eastday/englishedition/business/userobject1ai2818134.html

HOKKAIDO PREFECTURE / 

May 3, 2007
Japan and Russia will discuss resolving South Kuril Islands issues
Japan’s Foreign Minister Taro Aso paid his first visit to Russia. Moscow and Tokyo are ready to
become strategic partners, but, according to Japan, must first endeavor to settle territorial disputes
between the two countries. Moscow is ready to further negotiate on the South Kuril Islands, Sergei
Lavrov said, based on incremental improvement of Russian-Japanese relations in all aspects, as well
as a comprehensive reinforcement of trust and mutual understanding between the Russians and the
Japanese.
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http://www.kommersant.ru/doc.html?docId=763406

SOUTH KOREA / 

May 3, 2007
South Korea to build world's largest tidal power station on Ganghwa sland
South Korea's Incheon City representatives stated plans to build the world's largest tidal power station
on Ganghwa Island by 2014. The project calls for connecting four islands in Gyeonggi Bay with
seawalls and installing 32 electric generators for a total output of 812 megawatts. The generators
make electric power by using the difference in water levels during high and low tide, which can reach a
maximum of 9.6 meters. Incheon is located 80 kilometers west of Seoul. Construction costs are
estimated at 1.77 trillion won (US$1.90 billion). An Incheon representative has stated that once
commercial generation starts in 2015, it can provide 8.4% of the annual electric power used by the
city, currently 18,165 gigawatt-hours. The electricity can power 400,000 of the 930,000 homes in the
city, equivalent to burning 320,000 tons of heavy oil.
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http://www.kommersant.ru/doc.html?docId=763406
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